-----Original Message-----
From: Scott Millar 
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2005 9:17 AM
To: Steve Majkut; Janet Keller
Subject: TOD Wickford Junction


     I was invited to participate, as a Exeter planning board member, in a panel discussion last night regarding commuter rail at Wickford junction, potential secondary growth impacts and the possibility of establishing a TOD in the area. George Johnson mentioned that the study was recommended by DEM as part of the greenhouse gas project. I just wanted to give you a heads up that the representatives from NK were not thrilled with the idea of Commuter rail and were opposed to a TOD in that area for legitimate environmental and community character reasons. As a rep from Exeter I also expressed concerns about the growth impacts to the farmland along route 2. People support the concept of commuter rail, but the train schedule that was discussed last night will not help people commuting to Providence, but will encourage Boston Commuters. Therefore the upgrade of wickford junction will have the unintended consequences of stimulating additional growth from the Boston area within a 10 mile radius of the station, adding more cars and more traffic congestion. Grow Smart was also there last night and was  also concerned about the potential growth impacts. Some suggested that the rail be extended into Quonset instead of Wickford junction. Others asked if this project could be stopped. I'll send you the notes the consultant took at the meeting when I get them. Attached is the background info that was developed for this study thus far.

   
    Scott

-----Original Message-----
From: Pam Sherrill [mailto:PSherrill@parecorp.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2005 4:05 PM
To: George W. Johnson (E-mail); Sheila Brush (E-mail); Scott Millar;
Sheila Verdi (E-mail); Julia Techentin (E-mail); John LaPoint (E-mail)
Cc: Becky Pellerin (E-mail); Sue Barker (E-mail); Craig Pereira; Keith
Bloomer; Virgil Gray
Subject: March 3 Workshop Briefing Materials and Questions


To panelists for the March 3 South County Commuter Rail: An Opportunity to Shape Regional Growth workshop:

<<Commuter Rail Assessment.pdf>>  <<Potential Growth Assessment.pdf>>  <<Rail Panel Questions.pdf>> 
Please see two briefing papers for your review.  Highlights of this information will be included in a power point presentation which will be the first portion of the meeting.  The Commuter Rail Assessment addresses South County Commuter Rail issues and the second looks at the growth potential within sections of North Kingstown and Exeter located within a 10-minute drive radius of the Wickford Junction Station. Please note that the build-out information may now be five years out of date; we will have more updated information at the meeting.

Also attached is a memo outlining the objective of the meeting, the intended audience, and a list of questions for each speaker (or for both realtors).  I have listed several questions for each panelist (the same questions are asked of several people to get different perspectives).  My intention is to get a good discussion going among panelists and the audience.  

I look forward to meeting you all the night of the meeting. Please plan on arriving between 6:30 and 6:45 PM.  Directions:  If coming from Wickford and the Hussey Bridge (green bridge), continue south on Route 1A (Boston Neck Road).  Turn left at the first signalized intersection on Beach Street.  The senior center is the last building on the right on Beach Street.  Use the door to the large room to the rear of the building, next to the parking lot.  My cell phone is (401)749-1978 in case of emergency that night.  

Thanks for participating.  -  Pam Sherrill

Pamela M. Sherrill, AICP
Principal Planner
Pare Engineering Corp.
(401) 334-4100 
 

